RESOLUTION NO. 20-02
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MALIBU
FINDING THE PROJECT EXEMPT FROM CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT, DIRECTING THE RETENTION OF A DEMOGRAPHER AND
DIRECTING A SCHEDULE BE BROUGHT BACK TO TAKE ACTIONS
RELATED TO DISTRICT-BASED ELECTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ELECTIONS CODE SECTION 100 10(A), AND DECLARING ITS INTENTION
TO PLACE A BINDING INITIATIVE ON THE BALLOT FOR THE 2020
GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION AS TO WHETHER TO TRANSITION TO
DISTRICT-BASED ELECTIONS
The City Council of the City of Malibu does hereby find, order and resolve as follows:
SECTION 1. Recitals.
A.
On or around October 28, 2019, the City received a certified letter from Milton C.
Grimes of the Law Offices of Milton C. Grimes, on behalf of his client the Southwest Voter
Registration Education Project, asserting that the City’s at-large election system violates the
California Voting Rights Act (“CVRA”) and threatened litigation if the City did not voluntarily
transition to a district-based election system for electing its City Council.
B.

The City denies that its election system violates the CVRA or any other similar law.

C.
The California Legislature has provided in Elections Code § 10010 a method
whereby a jurisdiction may expeditiously transition to a district or division-based election system
and avoid the high costs of litigation under the CVRA by its adoption of AB 350.
D.
Section 10010 will delay the CVRA litigation and limit attorneys’ fees associated
with a CVRA claim if, within forty-five (45) days of receipt of a claim under the CVRA, the City
adopts a resolution stating its intent to transition to district-based elections and within ninety (90)
days thereafter (or as otherwise stipulated by the parties), the City takes action to transition to a
district-based election system consistent with the intent and purpose of the CVRA.
E.
The City Council desires to establish specific steps it will undertake to facilitate the
establishing of districts and establish an estimated time frame for doing so.
SECTION 2. The City Council finds that the transition from at-large to by-district elections is
exempt from environmental reviewed under the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”)
(Pub. Resources Code § 21000 et seq.) pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit.
14 § 15000 et seq.) sections 15061(b)(3), 15320, and 15378(b)(3). Adoption of this Resolution is
an organizational and administrative activity of the City, does not have the potential to result in
either a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and is
therefore not a project for purposes of CEQA. Further, CEQA review is not required because there
is no possibility that transitioning the election of the City Council from at-large to district-based
elections will have a significant effect upon the environment.
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SECTION 3. The City Council intends to place a binding initiative on the ballot for the 2020
General Municipal Election to transition the election of its City Councilmembers from an at-large
electoral system to a district-based system, with five (5) Councilmembers elected by district as
provided by Government Code § 3487 1(a).
SECTION 4. Within fourteen (14) days of the effective date of this resolution, the City Manager
shall, pursuant to the provisions of Municipal Code § 3.04.030, retain the services of a
demographer experienced and qualified to assist the City in drafting a district map consistent with
the CVRA and the Federal Voting Rights Act.
SECTION 5. Within thirty (30) days of the selection and retention of a demographer, City staff
and the demographer will develop and bring back to the City Council for approval a schedule for
the following actions in accordance with Elections Code Section 100 10(a):
(a) Conduct public outreach, including to non-English speaking communities, if any, to
explain the districting process and to encourage public participation;
(b) Before drawing a draft map or maps of the proposed district boundaries, hold at least
two public hearings at which the public is invited to provide input regarding the composition of
the districts and to consider district boundaries, as provided in Elections Code § 10010;
(c) After drawing a draft map or maps, publish the draft map and the potential sequence of
the district elections, and hold at least two public hearings at which the public is invited to provide
input regarding the content of the draft map or maps and the proposed sequence of elections;
(d) Hold a public hearing at which the City Council will consider adopting a final map and
election sequence that will be placed on the November 2020 ballot.
SECTION 6. The City Council shall approve a schedule that takes all of necessary actions to
implement the above by April 13, 2020.
SECTION 7. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this resolution and enter
it into the book of original resolutions.
PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this

13th

day of January 2020.
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KAREN FARRER, Mayor
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I CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION NO. 20-02 was passed and adopted by the
City Council of the City of Malibu at the regular meeting thereof held on the ~ ~ day of January
2020 by the following vote:
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ABSBNT:

4
1
C
0

Councilmembers:
Councilmember:

~~LJL~k
~
HEA1FHER GLAS9City Clerk
al

Mullen, Wagner, Pierson, Farrer
Peak

