MINUTES
MALIBU CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 24, 2020
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
6:30 P.M.
MEETING CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Farrer called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
ROLL CALL
The following persons were recorded in attendance by the Recording Secretary:
PRESENT: Mayor Karen Farrer; Mayor Pro Tern Mikke Pierson; and Councilmembers
Rick Mullen; Skylar Peak; and Jefferson Wagner
ALSO PRESENT: Christi Hogin, City Attorney; Reva Feldman, City Manager; Lisa
Soghor, Assistant City Manager; Heather Glaser, City Clerk; Jesse Bobbett, Community
Services Director; Rob DuBoux, Public Works Director; Susan Dueñas, Public Safety
Manager; Jerry Vandermeulen, Fire Safety Liaison; Kelsey Pettijohn, Deputy City Clerk;
Rachel Cummings, Recreation Coordinator; and Kristin Riesgo, Community Services
Deputy Director
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Lloyd Ahern led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
MOTION

Councilmember Mullen moved to approve the agenda.

FRIENDLY AMENDMENT
Mayor Pro Tern Pierson amended the motion to hear Item No. 5.A. before the
Consent Calendar.
The maker of the motion accepted the amendment.
Councilmember Peak seconded the motion.
unanimously.

The amended motion carried

REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA
Deputy City Clerk Pettijohn reported that the agenda for the meeting was properly posted
on February 14, 2020, with the amended agenda posted on February 21, 2020.
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ITEM 1
A.

CEREMONIAL/PRESENTATIONS
Presentation on Brush Clearance by Los Angeles County Fire Department
Los Angeles County Fire Department Battalion Chief Drew Smith discussed
factors that contributed to fire danger in the Los Angeles County Fire Department
Battalion 5 region. He discussed fire vulnerability in and near Malibu after the
Woolsey Fire. He discussed fire resiliency and the importance of communicating
with stakeholders, partnerships with local agencies, robust initial response to fires,
having evacuation pians in place, and homeowners complying with brush
clearance. He discussed the notification process and deadlines for brush
clearance. He stated the four fire stations in the City performed a total of 4,111
inspections over a 90-day period. He stated the timeframe for brush clearance
could be modified each year based on rain and predicted plant growth. He
discussed fire-resistant landscaping options.
Councilmember Mullen thanked Chief Smith for his presentation. He stated the
City had a Fire Safety Liaison available to perform personalized Home Ignition
Zone Assessments.
In response to Councilmember Mullen, Chief Smith stated inspectors were not
always able to interact with homeowners when performing their inspections. He
encouraged people to contact their local Fire Station or Battalion Chief if they had
questions.
In response to Mayor Pro Tern Pierson, Chief Smith discussed the number of
compliant properties in 2019.
In response to Councilmember Wagner, Chief Smith stated undeveloped parcels
were required to complete weed abatement and developed parcels were required
to complete brush clearance. He stated the Los Angeles County Fire Department
and the Los Angeles County Department of Agriculture worked together to
determine which properties were subject to weed abatement or brush clearance.

B.

Presentation of Plague to the Family of Andy Cohen
Public Safety Commission Chair Chris Frost presented a plaque to the family of
Andy Cohen. He commended Mr. Cohen for his dedication to public safety.
Kevin Cohen discussed Mr. Cohen’s passion for public service.
Councilmember Mullen discussed his appointment of Mr. Cohen to the Public
Safety Commission and his accomplishments on the Commission.
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ITEM 2.A.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Michael Omary stated the City’s stormwater systems were defective. He stated
he had an alternative product to improve stormwater systems.
Hashi Clark deferred her time to Kraig Hill.
Kraig Hill discussed the planning process. He stated it was the Planning
Commission’s duty to rely on the Malibu Municipal Code (MMC) when making
determinations. He stated City staff interpretations of codes were often more
permissive than the MMC. He recommended the Council hire a consultant to
audit the Planning Department staff interpretations. He expressed concern new
State housing laws would lead to more density in the City. He stated rebuilding
from the Woolsey Fire should be a simple and quick process. He stated
development of new homes should be held to high standards of review. He stated
he appreciated the opportunity to serve on the Planning Commission.
City Attorney Hogin stated the appropriate time to discuss the removal of Mayor
Pro Tem Pierson’s appointee to the Planning Commission and appointment of an
interim commissioner was on Item No. 7.A.
Norm Haynie stated he would speak on Item No. 4.A.
Marianne Riggins discussed the City Manager updates on the City’s website. She
discussed the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s
NextGen Bus Plan. She expressed concern that the Bus Plan included eliminating
bus service to Point Dume and did not include a connection from the bus line in
the City to the Metro rail line. She expressed concern that there was no public
transportation connection through the Santa Monica Mountains to Calabasas and
Agoura Hills. She stated public transportation through the Santa Monica
Mountains would reduce traffic.
Scott Dittrich stated many Planning regulations were not specific enough to have
uniform interpretations. He discussed litigation between Sycamore Park and the
Mountains Recreation Conservation Authority (MRCA). He requested the City
support the residents of Sycamore Park.
Jeff Grier discussed water pump system failures during the 1993 fire in Big Rock.
He stated three permanent generators were being installed in water pump stations
in the Big Rock area. He stated the generators would be purchased by the Big
Rock Board and maintained by Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 29
(Waterworks District No. 29). He requested Southern California Edison (SCE)
and the City contribute to the purchase of the generators.
Paul Grisanti discussed the Vote Center at Juan Cabrillo Elementary School. He
stated the Vote Center was not operational the first few days it was scheduled to
be open. He discussed Waterworks District No. 29’s improvement project in
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Encinal Canyon. He stated the project would be under construction Mondays
through Fridays and alternating Saturdays.
Christopher Carradine stated the wooden power poles on Kanan Dume Road
made the road impassable during the Woolsey Fire. He discussed fire resiliency
programs in Key West, Florida and Cozumel, Mexico. He stated the City should
work with SCE to replace wooden power poles on Kanan Dume Road with
concrete poles.
ITEM 2.B.

COMMISSION / COMMITTEE I CITY MANAGER UPDATES
City Manager Feldman stated Vote Centers in Los Angeles County were open for
the March 3, 2020 election. She stated she was working with the Los Angeles
County Sheriffs Department to address complaints involving transients in the
evenings. She stated new patrols of two cars with two deputies each would be in
place for 30 days and focus on patrolling the streets rather than answering service
calls. She announced the next Library Speaker Series event on February 26,
2020. She announced the Planning Commission Public Hearing on an accessory
dwelling unit ordinance on March 16, 2020, and a Public Hearing on a short-term
rental ordinance on March 30, 2020. She stated the first reading of the dumpster
lid locking ordinance was scheduled for March 9, 2020. She stated staff inspected
30 properties and found 19 would already be in compliance with the upcoming
dumpster locking lid ordinance. She stated staff mailed over 200 letters to
commercial properties regarding the upcoming dumpster lid locking ordinance.
She stated staff would host a Dark Sky workshop for commercial properties on
April 1, 2020. She stated SCE lost approximately 2,000 poles in the Woolsey
Fire and to replace them with concrete poles would have required additional
permitting and delayed returning power to the City. She stated staff would apply
for grant funds for undergrounding power lines and improving water pump
systems.
In response to Mayor Farrer, City Manager Feldman stated she had been notified
by the commander for the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department Northern
Patrol Division that Captain Matthew Vander Horck had been transferred and an
acting captain had been appointed.
In response to Councilmember Peak, City Manager Feldman stated Proposition 84
grant funds would be available for wildfire mitigation projects and staff would
look for all eligible projects. She stated Mr. Omary’s stormwater product was not
compliant with the MS4 permit from the Regional Water Quality Control Board.
She stated the Civic Center Way Improvement Project was currently out to bid.

ITEM 2.C.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS I COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilmember Wagner discussed his role on the Santa Monica Bay Restoration
Commission.
He stated the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission
Technical Advisory Committee had reviewed plans for the Civic Center
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stormwater system. He stated John Mazza had suggested creating a local bus
system that would run in between the shopping centers in the City. He discussed
the importance of improving water pump systems.
City Manager Feldman stated the City had purchased the Island Parcel with
transportation funds so it could be used as a park-and-ride lot. She stated staff
was developing an ordinance for permitting parking as a stand-alone use.
Councilmember Wagner stated he attended a Santa Monica Bay Restoration
Commission meeting and learned the Adamson House Foundation had received
funding from the California Department of Parks and Recreation for water
hydrology testing.
Councilmember Peak discussed the use of bus lines in the City and the possibility
of creating a bus line through the Santa Monica Mountains. He thanked Mr. Hill
for his service on the Planning Commission. He stated he was following events in
Sycamore Park involving the MRCA. He requested Mr. Grier contact the City
once he had quotes for the water pump generators. He stated the City would be
switching the Clean Power Alliance default selection to 100% renewable energy
in the fall of 2020.
Councilmember Mullen thanked Mr. Hill for his service. He stated the role pf
Planning Commissioner was challenging. He stated most people in the City went
to Thousand Oaks or Agoura Hills to run errands. He stated developers were
advocates for their clients and Planning Commissioners were advocates for
upholding the City’s Mission Statement. He recommended Mr. Grier work with
the Public Works Department and the City Manager. He discussed the
management turnover at the Malibu Lost Hills Sheriffs Station. He suggested
considering other options for law enforcement services.
Mayor Pro Tern Pierson indicated support for a bus route through the Santa
Monica Mountains. He stated Planning regulations had to accommodate many
different types of properties. He thanked Mr. Hill for his service. He stated he
visited the Laguna Beach Alternative Sleeping Location. He stated he attended a
Hornelessness Working Group meeting. He stated Mayor Farrer and he were
interviewed by a Pepperdine journalism student on hornelessness. He stated he
attended a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) workshop. He stated
Mayor Farrer and he attended a sustainability summit in Palm Springs organized
by the University of Southern California (USC) Sol Price School of Public Policy.
He stated KBUU won the Golden Mike award from the Radio and Television
News Association of Southern California. He presented the Los Angeles County
Fire Department Activity report for Malibu from January 2020. He stated the
majority of calls the Los Angeles County Fire Department responded to were
medical calls.
Mayor Farrer indicated support for a bus route through the Santa Monica
Mountains. She stated fire resiliency was a priority for the City and indicated
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support for backup generators for water pumps. She stated she visited Laguna
Beach City Hall and the Alternative Sleeping Location with a contingent of
representatives from the City. She stated the City of Laguna Beach had a parking
ordinance regarding over-sized vehicles that pre-dated the California Coastal Act.
She stated the City could learn from the experiences of Laguna Beach. She stated
she attended a Homelessness Working group meeting. She thanked Fire Safety
Liaison Vandermuelen for running the CWPP Workshops. She encouraged
people to complete the CWPP survey on the City’s website. She stated she
attended a sustainability summit in Palm Springs organized by the USC Sol Price
School of Public Policy. She stated she attended a meeting where representatives
from the Las Virgenes-Malibu Council of Government (COG) cities, the Third
and Fifth Los Angeles County Supervisorial Districts, and the Executive Director
of California Contract Cities (CCC) met with Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex
Villanueva and his staff. She announced the COG had a Special meeting
scheduled on February 25, 2020 at 8:30 a.m.
ITEM 5
A.

OLD BUSINESS
Temporary Skate Park Final Design
Recommended Action: Approve the Final Design for the Temporary Skate Park at
the Crummer/Case Property adjacent to Malibu Bluffs Park.
Community Services Director Bobbett presented the staff report.
In response to Councilmember Mullen, Community Services Director Bobbett
discussed the requested modifications from the developer of the Case Property.
He stated the requests from the Case Property developer would reduce the size of
the temporary skate park and presented a conceptual design for a reduced skate
park, which removed the fun box element. He stated there would be increased
costs associated with irrigation of the trees requested by the Case Property
developer.
In response to Mayor Farrer, Community Services Director Bobbett stated trees
would have to be hand watered if permanent irrigation was not installed. He
stated there would be challenges associated with maintaining trees behind chain
link fencing. He stated approximately 40 trees in two-foot boxes would be
needed to cover the area requested by the developer.
In response to Councilmember Wagner, Community Services Director Bobbett
stated the primary reason to consider including chain link fencing was to prevent
tagging and graffiti on the wall separating the Case Property and the skate park.
He stated the Case Property developer offered to pay for the trees he requested.
He stated the Case Property would probably need a permit amendment to add
trees to its project. He stated the temporary skate park would not need a Coastal
Development Permit (CDP) Amendment for temporarily placed trees.
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Hamish Patterson stated the compressed timeline for development of the
temporary skate park was impressive. He stated the developers had rights as
neighbors. He expressed appreciation that the developers had not appealed the
Planning Commission’s approval of the CDP for the temporary skate park.
John Mazza discussed the Planning Commission hearing for the project. He
stated any changes to the Case Property or temporary skate park projects would
require a CDP Amendment. He stated there were objections to additional trees
for the Case Property project during the CDP hearing.
Scott Gillen, Case Property, stated he requested simple changes to the temporary
skate park project to address privacy and noise concerns. He stated he would
water the trees if he was given permission by the City. He stated he donated the
skate park property and $1 million for its development to the City.
Robert Gold stated Mr. Gillen was not trying to delay completion of the
temporary stake park. He thanked staff and some of the parents of skaters for
meeting with Mr. Gillen at the skate park property. He stated Mr. Gillen
requested simple changes to the project to address privacy and noise concerns.
He stated the trees were requested to be placed on the City property because the
Case project would need a landscape plan amendment to add trees. He stated Mr.
Gillen would pay for the changes he requested.
Judy Villablanca stated the most important goal was the permanent skate park.
She discussed the importance of compromise. She indicated support for installing
trees as a hedge. She expressed concern a chain link fence was easy to climb.
She indicated support for using native plants.
Finn Murphy expressed concern that leaves from the trees would create a safety
hazard in the temporary skate park. He stated moving the western quarter pipe
ramp would change the flow of the park and require the removal of the fun box
element. He stated the houses being developed on the Case Property would not
be sold until the permanent skate park was being constructed.
Axel Polito thanked the Council and Community Services Director Bobbett. He
thanked Mr. Gillen and Mr. Gold for not appealing the CDP for the temporary
skate park and for contributing $1 million to the development of the skate park
property.
Sky Parker stated he was excited to be able to skate in the City.
Layla Polito thanked Mr. Gillen and Mr. Gold for not appealing the CDP for the
temporary skate park. She stated many kids who enjoyed skating were also good
students. She stated kids would not want to scale the wall between the skate park
and the Case Property. She suggested the developers of the Case Property donate
funds toward the permanent skate park.
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Allegra indicated support for the larger temporary skate park.
Kane stated people who purchased the homes Mr. Gillen was developing may use
the skate park.
Thurston Cockrell thanked the Council for its work on the temporary skate park.
He stated it was important to have somewhere to skate in the City.
Max Gourson indicated support for a larger skate park and stated the most
important thing was to have the skate park soon.
Trevor Oliver stated it was important to have somewhere to skate in the City.
Heather Gardner thanked the kids for speaking. She thanked Community
Services Director Bobbett for his work. She thanked Mr. Gillen and Mr. Gold for
meeting with some skating families before the meeting. She stated the permanent
skate park was most important goal. She stated Mr. Gillen was mostly concerned
with maintaining his side of the wall dividing the properties. She stated Mr.
Gillen and Mr. Gold had agreed to be at the design meetings for the permanent
skate park to share their concerns earlier in the process.
Councilmember Mullen stated the temporary skate park project had been fasttracked after the Woolsey Fire. He stated it was important for the skaters and
developers to work together. He indicated support for accommodating the
developer’s requests. He discussed the importance of compromise. He
commended Ms. Villablanca and Community Services Director Bobbett for their
work.
Councilmember Wagner stated it was important to move forward with the skate
park project.
Mayor Pro Tem Pierson thanked Mr. Patterson, Ms. Villablanca and Community
Services Director Bobbett for their work. He indicated support for compromising
with the developer to move the project forward.
Councilmember Peak expressed disappointment that the fun box element may not
be able to be included. He indicated support for temporarily installing trees
instead of chain link fencing, creating a graffiti mural on the skate park side of the
wall, and putting the trees on the Case Property, if possible.
In response to Mayor Farrer, Community Services Director Bobbett stated it may
be possible to place a smaller fun box or alternative skate element in the reduced
design for the skate park.
Councilmember Peak expressed concern the removal of the fun box left the other
skate elements too far apart.
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In response to Councilmember Peak, Community Services Director Bobbett stated
it could be challenging to shift the whole project 35 feet east because it was
important to have a large pick-up and drop-off area. He stated staff could study
the option of condensing the parking area to accommodate the developer’s
requests and maintain all the skate features in the original design.
Councilmember Peak suggested installing picnic tables or other park features on
the west side of the project after shifting the quarter pipe ramp 35 feet east at the
developer’s request.
In response to Councilmember Peak, Community Services Director Bobbett stated
a hedge of trees or fencing would reduce the size of skate park. He stated staff
estimated a four-foot reduction on the north side of the park if trees and fencing
were installed.
Councilmember Peak stated the parking area would only need to be adjusted
approximately 15 feet to accommodate the 35-foot shift of the quarter pipe ramp
requested by the developer. He stated this shift would maintain approximately the
same square footage because the east side of the property was wider.
Community Services Director Bobbett expressed concern the entrance to the
parking area may not be able to be shifted farther east.
Mr. Gold stated the existing construction entrance for the Case project would be
closing and would not be an obstacle for the temporary skate park entrance.
In response to Councilmember Peak, Public Works Director DuBoux stated
shifting the skate park entrance 15-20 feet was possible but would likely result in
the loss of approximately four parking spaces. He stated turning the traffic oval
into a circle could add some parking back.
In response to Councilmember Peak, Mr. Gillen indicated support for the
proposed changes.
In response to Mayor Farrer, Mr. Gillen stated he was willing to water the trees.
He stated he was not concerned about inclusion of a chain link fence or any art on
the skate park side of the wall. He stated he could not include a hedge of trees on
his side of the wall because of utility lines.
In response to Councilmember Peak, Community Services Director Bobbett stated
staff had options for trees for the hedge, but it would be a challenge to locate
mature trees.
Councilmember Peak indicated opposition to using ficus trees.
In response to Councilmember Peak, Mr. Gillen suggested using Carolina Cherry
trees. He stated he would pay for the trees and had already located stock.
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Councilmember Peak stated the trees would be in boxes along the wall, which
would be watered by Mr. Gillen and maintained by the City. He indicated
opposition to including chain link fencing along the hedge.
Councilmember Mullen indicated opposition to including chain link fencing along
the hedge.
In response to Councilmember Peak, Mr. Mazza expressed concern the proposed
changes to the project were not in compliance with the CDP.
City Attorney Hogin stated the Council was considering a conceptual design for
the temporary skate park. She stated the project would go out to bid, and the final
design would be compared to the CDP with any necessary amendments
considered once the final design was approved.
MOTION

Councilmember Peak moved to direct staff to work with the consultant to: 1)
modif~’ the design for the temporary skate park at the Crummer/Case Property
adjacent to Malibu Bluffs Park to move the eastern line of the skate park 20-feet
east to accommodate all features in design and shift the parking area entrance as
necessary; 2) include fencing along the western edge of the temporary skate park;
and 3) include temporary, above-ground placement of Carolina Cherry Trees as a
hedge along the west/northwest edge of the temporary skate park, to be provided
and watered by the Case Project developer.
In response to Councilmember Mullen, Councilmember Peak stated shifting the
eastern line of the project 20 feet would allow the western quarter pipe ramp to be
moved 35 feet east and for the park to maintain approximately the same square
footage.
In response to Councilmember Mullen, Mr. Gillen stated he had requested the
quarter pipe ramp be set back to match his property’s setback. He stated he would
like to place trees along the back side of the quarter pipe ramp and along the
concrete wall.
Councilmember Peak stated the hedge may need to allow for an entrance to the
space behind the quarter pipe ramp so it could be used for picnic space.
City Manager Feldman stated staff would proceed with all elements of the project
that conformed with the CDP, but some changes may require amending the CDP
and those elements may be delayed.
Councilmember Peak stated he did not believe a CDP was necessary for
temporary box trees.
In response to Councilmember Peak, City Attorney Hogin stated staff would bring
back a definitive answer as to whether a CDP Amendment was necessary after
analysis.
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In response to Councilmember Mullen, Councilmember Peak stated he wanted to
move the eastern line of the project 20 feet and the western quarter pipe ramp 35
feet.
Mayor Pro Tern Pierson seconded the motion.
In response to Councilmember Wagner, City Attorney Hogin stated the Council
could not include a monetary donation from Mr. Gillen in the conceptual design.
Councilmember Peak stated some chain link fencing around the skate park may
be necessary, but not along the concrete wall.
The motion carried unanimously.
RECESS

At 9:17 p.m., Mayor Farrer called a recess. The meeting reconvened at 9:28 p.m.
with all Councilmembers present.

ITEM 3

CONSENT CALENDAR

Item No. 3.B.7. was pulled by the public.
Mayor Pro Tern Pierson recused himself from No. 3.B.8.
MOTION

Councilmember Peak moved and Councilmember Wagner seconded a motion to
approve the Consent Calendar, except for Item No. 3.B.7. The motion carried
unanimously.

The Consent Calendar consisted of the following items:
A.
B.

Previously Discussed Items
None.
New Items
1.
Waive Further Reading
Recommended Action: After the City Attorney has read the title, waive
full reading of ordinances considered on this agenda for introduction on
first reading and/or second reading and adoption.
2.
Approve Warrants
Recommended Action: Allow and approve warrant demand numbers
59437-59574 listed on the register from the General Fund and direct the
City Manager to pay out the funds to each of the claimants listed in
Warrant Register No. 654 in the amount of the warrant appearing opposite
their names, for the purposes stated on the respective demands in a total
amount of $528,023.09. City of Malibu payroll check numbers 5077-5080
and ACH deposits were issued in the amount of $224,295.08.
3.
Approval of Minutes
Recommended Action: Approve the minutes for the January 27, 2020
Malibu City Council Regular meeting.
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4.

5.

6.

8.

9.

10.

Request for Proposals for City Treasurer
Recommended Action: 1) Direct the City Manager to issue a request for
proposals for City Treasurer; and 2) Assign the Administration and
Finance Subcommittee to review the proposals, conduct interviews, and
make a recommendation to City Council regarding the selection of City
Treasurer.
Reimbursable Services Agreement with California Highway Patrol
Recommended Action: 1) At the recommendation of the Public Safety
Commission, authorize the City Manager to execute an agreement with the
California Highway Patrol (CHP) for short-term traffic control services in
an emergency or Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) situation; and 2)
Adopt Resolution No. 20-08 authorizing and approving the expenditure of
up to $50,000 for traffic control services provided by the CHP in
emergency or PSPS situations and authorizing the City Manager to
execute the agreement with the CHP.
Updates to the City’s 2018 Emergency Operation Plan
Recommended Action: Adopt Resolution No. 20-09 adopting updates to
the 2018 Emergency Operations Plan for inclusion of the Mass Evacuation
Plan.
Malibu Leading Educational Advancement and Development (LEAD)
General Fund Grant
Recommended Action: 1) Consider whether to award a Fiscal Year 20192020 General Fund Grant to Malibu LEAD; and 2) If an award is
approved, direct staff to process the grant award to Malibu LEAD in the
amount of $3,500 or other amount as determined by the City Council.
Professional Services Agreement with Ultimate Maintenance Services,
Inc.
Recommended Action: Authorize the City Manager to execute a
Professional Services Agreement with Ultimate Maintenance Services,
Inc. for City Hall Custodial Services.
Waiving Fees Related to the Rebuilding of Structures Damaged or
Destroyed by the Woolsey Fire
Recommended Action: Adopt Resolution No. 20-10 superseding and
replacing Resolution No. 19-30; directing the City Manager to waive
certain fees related to the rebuilding of structures that were damaged or
destroyed by the Woolsey Fire on a property used as a primary residence;
and finding the action to be exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act.
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The following item was pulled from the Consent Calendar for individual consideration:
7.

Professional Services Agreement with California Skateparks
Recommended Action: Authorize the City Manager to execute a
Professional Services Agreement with California Skateparks for design
services for the Permanent Skate Park.
Community Services Director Bobbett presented the staff report.
John Mazza expressed concern that the City often selected consultants that
were not the lowest bidder. He expressed concern California Skateparks
was chosen for this contract over the lower bidder and consultant for
design of the temporary skate park.
Judy Villablanca indicated support for approving the contract with
California Skateparks. She stated California Skateparks would be able to
design a park around the values of the community.
Finn Murphy thanked the Council, Community Services Director Bobbett
and Ms. Villablanca. He indicated support for selecting California
Skateparks and stated they designed very popular parks.
Owl Patterson deferred her time to Hamish Patterson.
Hamish Patterson was not present at the time of the hearing.
City Attorney Hogin stated Public Works contracts were required to be
given to the lowest responsible bidder. She stated this was a Professional
Services Agreement, which was not required to be awarded to the lowest
bidder.
Mayor Pro Tem Pierson thanked Mr. Murphy for participating in the
interview process.

MOTION

ITEM 4
A.

Councilmember Peak moved and Councilmember Mullen seconded a
motion to authorize the City Manager to execute a Professional Services
Agreement with California Skateparks for design services for the
Permanent Skate Park. The motion carried unanimously.
ORDINANCES AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
Second Public Hearing to Consider Composition of Districts for Potential By
District Elections
Recommended Action: 1) Conduct the second public hearing to receive and
consider input from the public regarding the composition of potential City
Council districts and sequencing of elections; and 2) Provide direction to staff and
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the City’s demographer regarding the drafting of district maps, potential
sequencing of elections and outreach efforts for upcoming public hearings.
City Attorney Hogin presented the staff report.
Norm Haynie stated the Councilmembers represented the entire City. He
suggested creating non-contiguous districts that included different areas of the
City in each district.
John Mazza expressed concern there had not been much public input on district
elections. He stated it was important for outreach about the district election
measure to be unbiased. He indicated support for five districts, each running the
length of the City parallel to the shore, so there would be one beach district and
multiple mountain districts. He questioned how public input was provided to the
demographer.
Doug Stewart deferred his time to Lance Simmens.
Lance Simmens discussed a white paper prepared by the Rose Institute for State
and Local Government Claremont McKenna College in 2016 on the percentage of
minority population for cities that had or were switching to by-district elections.
He stated communities with larger minority populations would have more issues
related to minority representation. He stated the City’s minority population was
small and not heavily concentrated. He stated the California Voting Rights Act
(CVRA) was poorly worded. He stated voting in the City was not racially
polarized.
Scott Dittrich stated the City had previously elected a minority Councilmember.
He stated the City could use much of the information drafted by the City of Santa
Monica in its own defense in litigation. He stated Santa Monica had a larger
Latino population than Malibu. He stated the Councilmembers elected at-large
represented all residents. He indicated support for an at-large Mayor if district
elections went forward.
David Kramer discussed his correspondence to the Council. He stated districting
would not help Latinos be elected. He expressed concern that districts would
divide the City. He stated he voted for Councilmembers based on their
qualifications not their race.
City Attorney Hogin stated the CVRA so favored district elections as a solution
that it allowed the City Council to switch the form of governance by ordinance.
She stated the form of governance was very important, and districts had both pros
and cons. She stated the Council had decided to engage in a meaningful
discussion with the community about district elections after receiving Mr.
Grimes’ letter. She stated the people would have the opportunity to choose its
form of governance on a ballot measure. She stated the Council was providing an
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opportunity for the public to consider the form of governance based on input from
multiple community members.
Councilmember Peak expressed concern that it may difficult to create districts
that met all the legal requirements and still incorporate neighborhoods near the
beach, Pacific Coast Highway, and mountains in each district.
Mayor Pro Tern Pierson expressed concern that districts running the length of the
City parallel to the shore would not comply with the requirements of the
California Elections Code. He indicated support for continuing to have five
Councilmembers. He stated citizens could bring forward a ballot initiative if
there was interest in a strong mayor form of government.
Councilmember Mullen stated people attended City Council meetings when they
were passionate about an item. He stated the City would be doing more public
outreach for future hearings.
In response to Councilmember Peak, City Attorney Hogin stated the number of
people in each district needed to be as equal as possible.
Mayor Farrer expressed concern that more members of the public had not
commented on this topic yet.
City Attorney Hogin stated the demographer would be instructed to try to include
geographic diversity in each district. She stated staff would like to send a
postcard to each registered voter promoting the next two Public Hearings, hold
one Public Hearing on the east side of Malibu and one on the west side of Malibu,
and do extra outreach to organized groups in the City, such as homeowners
associations.
CONSENSUS
By consensus, the Council: 1) directed the City’s demographer to draft maps of
five potential districts with geographic diversity to consider at the next Public
Hearing; 2) directed staff to send a postcard to each registered voter promoting
the next two Public Hearings: one on the west side of Malibu and one on the east
side of Malibu to encourage community involvement; and 3) directed staff to do
extra outreach to organized groups in Malibu to encourage community
involvement.
Mayor Farrer suggested using similar outreach methods as used after the Woolsey
Fire.
City Manager Feldman stated staff had posted posters advertising the Public
Hearings in local stores, The Malibu Times and Malibu Surfside News, and
information was pushed out on social media. She stated staff would continue the
process.
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In response to Councilmember Peak, City Attorney Hogin stated districts would
have to be redrawn after the 2020 Census. She stated the soonest election that
may elect Councilmembers by district would be the 2022 General Election. She
stated no Councilmember terms would be cut short. She stated sequencing could
be discussed in more detail with the draft maps.
CONSENSUS
By consensus, the Council directed staff to bring back the potential sequencing of
elections at upcoming Public Hearings.
Councilmember Wagner suggested considering having four districts with an atlarge Mayor.
Councilmember Peak indicated support for having five elected Councilmembers.
Councilmember Wagner stated the Council would need to adjust plans based on
feedback at public hearings.
City Attorney Hogin stated draft maps would be created and amended based on
feedback provided at public meetings.
ITEM 6

NEW BUSINESS
None.

ITEM 7
A.

COUNCIL ITEMS
Temporary Appointment to the Planning Commission
Action: 1) Mayor Pro Tern Pierson to announce his decision to remove his
appointee to the Planning Commission pursuant to Malibu Municipal Code
Section 2.36.040; 2) Mayor Pro Tem Pierson may make an interim appointment to
the Planning Commission; and 3) Direct staff to place on a future agenda an item
to make permanent appointment after public noticing period.
Jo Drummond indicated opposition to the removal of Kraig Hill as Planning
Commissioner. She discussed the Mission Statement. She stated Mr. Hill
protected Malibu communities.
Rosemarie Ihde indicated opposition to the removal of Mr. Hill as Planning
Commissioner. She questioned why Mr. Hill was being removed. She expressed
concern about the geologic stability of Big Rock Mesa.
Deirdre Roney was not present at the time of the hearing.
Kraig Hill stated people should have been able to comment on his removal under
Item No. 2.A. He stated he met with Mayor Pro Tern Pierson regularly on items
about which they had concerns. He stated Councilmernbers could suggest
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actions, but the Commissioners had to make their final decisions. He stated he
believed he could have a role in the City in the future.
John Mazza thanked Mr. Hill for his service. He stated Councilmembers had the
right to choose their Commission appointments. He stated being a Commissioner
was time-consuming and required learning many facts. He stated the Planning
Commission would be hearing critical and complicated issues in the next month.
He expressed concern that an interim commissioner may not be up to speed.
Mayor Pro Tem Pierson stated his Commission appointment was not related to
projects in the Big Rock neighborhood. He stated his record showed he was not
pro-development.
In response to Mayor Pro Tem Pierson, City Attorney Hogin stated under State
law, a Notice of Unscheduled Vacancy had to be posted before an appointment to
a Commission could be made. She stated the extenuating circumstances of
having so many important items on the Planning Commission agenda provided
Mayor Pro Tem Pierson the opportunity to make an interim appointment to the
Planning Commission. She stated Mayor Pro Tem Pierson could make a
permanent appointment at the March 9, 2020 meeting.
Mayor Pro Tem Pierson: 1) announced his decision to remove his appointee to the
Planning Commission pursuant to Malibu Municipal Code Section 2.36.040; 2)
announced David Weil as his interim appointment to the Planning Commission;
and 3) directed staff to place on a future agenda an item to make a permanent
appointment after the public noticing period.
Mayor Pro Tern Pierson stated Mr. Weil had been in the City over 60 years and
had a law degree. He discussed Mr. Weil’s professional and volunteer experience
that made him uniquely qualified for the position of Planning Commissioner.
ADJOURNMENT
At 10:27 p.m., Mayor Farrer adjourned the meeting in memory of Julia Snyder.
Approved and adopted by the City Council of the
City of Malibu on March 16, 2020.

KAREN FARRER, Mayor
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