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Agenda Item # 6.E. 

Supplemental 
Council Agenda Report

To: Mayor Uhring and the Honorable Members of the City Council 

Prepared by:  Alexis Brown, Deputy City Manager 

Approved by: Steve McClary, City Manager 

Date prepared: February 8, 2024 Meeting date:  February 12, 2024 

Subject: Malibu Farmer’s Market 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Review the proposed options for the return/relocation of the 
Malibu Farmer’s Market and provide staff direction on next steps.  

FISCAL IMPACT:  Funding for these services was not included in the Adopted Budget for 
FY 2023-24.  Appropriation recommendation may be applicable dependent on Council 
direction.

STRATEGIC PRIORITY: This item was not included in the Adopted FY 2023-24 Strategic 
Priority Project List.  At the Council’s direction, this project can be brought back at a future 
Strategic Planning meeting for prioritization.   

DISCUSSION:  During the November 26, 2023, Regular Meeting of the City Council, 
direction was given to staff to evaluate alternative site plans for the return and/or relocation 
of the Malibu Farmer’s market. On January 8, 2024, staff presented three options for the 
City Council’s consideration. Following the presentation, Council continued the item until 
February 12, 2024, and directed staff to work with the County of Los Angeles to support 
the return of the Farmer’s Market to County property as soon as possible.  

Since January 8, staff have been actively engaged in discussions with County Officials 
and members of the Cornucopia Foundation about returning the Malibu Farmer’s Market 
to the County parking lot. Cornucopia has since discussed with the County returning the 
Malibu farmers’ market to the Parking Lot and the County is initiating the evaluation period 
to assess Cornucopia’s operations prior to issuing a gratis license agreement, as was 
previously approved by the Board on September 26, 2023. 
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  Agenda Item # 6.E. 

On September 26, 2023, the Board of Supervisors (Board) approved the granting of gratis 
day use permits to Cornucopia until January 31, 2024. The Board also approved the 
issuance of a gratis license agreement to Cornucopia if they met the County’s 
requirements for operating a farmers’ market and provided the County with specific 
financial documentation and certifications regarding their organization. Cornucopia opted 
to remain at Legacy Park until the expiration of their TUP and the license was never issued. 
 
On February 6, 2024, Supervisor Horvath introduced a motion to grant a fee waiver permit 
period to the Cornucopia Foundation for the Malibu Farmer’s Market.  The County can 
issue gratis day use permits to Cornucopia for use of the Parking Lot on Sundays through 
April 30, 2024 (Permit Period) and waive its day use permit fees of $175/day for said 
Permit Period. The granting of the fee waiver comes after the County having received all 
outstanding documentation from Cornucopia, including a revised site map.  
 
This revised map (Attachment 3) reflects a new proposed configuration without vendor 
spaces in front of the library. The updated map has been approved by the County Real 
Estate Office, Fire Department and Library. City staff is concurrently reviewing the updated 
map, and it has been identified that the changes will require an amendment to the 
conditional use permit (CUP).  
 
Staff recommends the City enter into a compliance agreement and have both the 
Cornucopia Foundation and the County execute the agreement while a CUP Amendment 
is processed. The intent of the agreement is to ensure Cornucopia complies with all Malibu 
regulatory standards while the City completes the CUP amendment process.  
 
This recommendation is aligned with the City's commitment to supporting local businesses 
and maintaining the vibrancy of the Malibu community. We recognize that the Malibu 
Farmer’s Market plays a pivotal role in promoting economic growth, fostering community 
connections, and upholding the values that make Malibu unique. 
  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
1. December 1, 2014 Item No. 3.B5. Planning Commission Agenda Report with 

attachments 
2. Malibu Municipal Code 17.02.061 
3. Revised Site Plan 
4. Malibu Farmer’s Market Vendor List 
5. Motion by Supervisor Lindsey P. Horvath – February 6, 2024 
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       “Farmers’ markets” means temporary outdoor public or commercial gathering where fresh produce
sold by certified farmers as the primary product, as well as prepared foods, crafts, and the like, are
offered for viewing or sale. Part or all of the farmers’ market is conducted outside of an enclosed
structure; sidewalk sales are not included under this definition. Each vending location shall have access
via an internal walkway, courtyard, path, or common area and all structures shall consist of the
placement of non-permanent structures. A farmers’ market shall comply with the following criteria:

1. The farmers’ market shall maintain current certification by the Los Angeles County Agricultural
Commissioner/Weights and Measures Department;

2. A minimum of sixty-five (65) percent of the total linear frontage of vendor booths shall contain
produce sold by certified farmers or those food or flower products not subject to certification such as
flowers, jams, honey, nuts, fish, dried fruit, olives, pickles and juices. When calculating the total linear
footage of vendor booths within the market, the linear footage of those booths occupied by nonprofit
organizations that provide educational information and/or sell products shall be excluded;

3. No entertainment shall be allowed at the farmers’ market which is audible from outside the
property.

       “Fences, walls and hedges” means artificially constructed barriers of any material or combination of
materials erected to enclose or screen an area of land. See also “Open fencing.”

       Flag, Official. “Official flag” means an official flag of the United States of America and other nations,
states, countries, or municipalities.

       Floor Area, Gross. “Gross floor area” means the sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several
floors of a building measured from the interior face of exterior walls, or from the centerline of a wall
separating two buildings, but not including interior parking spaces, loading space for motor vehicles,
vehicular maneuvering areas, or any space where the floor-to-ceiling height is less than six feet.

       “Floor area ratio” means the formula for determining permitted building area as a percentage of lot
area; obtained by dividing the above-ground gross floor area of a building or buildings located on a lot or
parcel of land by the total area of such lot or parcel of land.

       “Formula retail” means any type of retail sales activity and/or retail service activity conducted within
a retail establishment which, along with ten (10) or more other existing, operational retail establishments
in the world, maintains two or more of the following features: (1) standardized array of merchandise or
menu; (2) standardized color scheme; (3) standardized décor; (4) standardized façade; (5) standardized
layout; (6) standardized signage, a servicemark, or a trademark; (7) uniform apparel.

       Frontage, Building. “Building frontage” means the exterior building wall of a ground floor business
establishment on the side or sides of the building fronting and/or oriented toward a public street or
highway. Building frontage shall be measured continuously along the building wall for the entire length of
the building establishment, including any portion thereof which is other than parallel to the remainder of
the wall.
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�'-c---------'s---------'-�� Additional parking ----'-c----'s---->,--------'�-
�"-"-"-"-"-"-"­Additional parking 

EDWARD A D'ANDREA AIA 
P O B 2322 M A LIB U C A 90265 

310.457.7677 

ARCHITECTURE LANDPLANNING PERMITTING 

M A L I B U H A N A B O U L D E R
themalibuarchitect@yahoo . com 

Library 

Notes: 

1- Vehicle will be parked as a safety barrier
at the northwest end of parking lot 
at turn around. 

2- On full market day (2) 1 0'x1 0' stall plus
directional sign will be safety barrier 
at east entrance of south parking ' 
lot. 

3- In small market, (1) Vendor vehicle plus 
cones plus directional sign will be 
safety barrier at east entrance of 
south parking lot. 

4- (4) plywood pieces 4.5" x 14.5" will
cover flow through drain outlets and 
inlets. 

5- No amplified sound is proposed.

6- Library drop off box is not to be covered
or blocked. 

11 5 Tents Total 

ADA Parking Stall 

Electric Vehicle Charging stall 

ADA Path of Egress 

� Certified Farmers 

[g] NON Certified - Pre Packaged 

■ NON Certified - Crafted / Premade 

Cornucopia Malibu Farmers Market 
Site Address 23519 Civic Center Way, Malibu, CA 90265 

wDate: 09/09/2015 
Drawn by: JL N 

Scale 1/64" -1' - O" 
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Non-Ag 21 - 210ft
10ft - JV Espresso
10ft - Le Saint Pastries
10ft - Bao Bao House (Dumplings)
10ft - Me Gusta Tamales
10ft - AJJ Crepes
10ft - Roaming Thai Kitchen
10ft - Market Pizza (Rene)
10ft - Nantli Tamales
10ft - The Grill (Sausage)
10ft - BROTHERS
10ft - Honey+Moon Coffee
10ft - Aliki Olive Oil
10ft - IN A PICKLE
10ft - BONJOUR YOGURT
10ft - Apotheculture
10ft - VEGAN STOPS
10ft - Yallatisers (Yogurt)
10ft - Viva Mexico
10ft - Kokoa Kingdom (Cookies)
10ft - Trillion Candle
10ft - Alexa Handbags

Ag 18 - 370ft
50ft - THE ANGELO RANCH
50ft - HB Farms
10ft - Topanga Grain
20ft - Canyon Creek Mushrooms
10ft - French Cheese
10ft - Hoyt Family Farms
50ft - Alcantar
20ft - Jacy Farms
20ft - Davids Flowers
20ft - Black Leaf
10ft - Aquarian Alchemy
20ft - Etheridge
10ft - Vision Sprouts
20ft - Coachella Farms
20ft - Kaliko Farms
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16.
17.
18.

10ft - Fresh natural Seafood
10ft - Push LA Seamoss
10ft - Vita Juice
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  MOTION 
 
 SOLIS ___________________________ 

 MITCHELL ___________________________ 

 HAHN ___________________________ 

 BARGER ___________________________ 

 HORVATH ___________________________ 

 

    AGN. NO.             

MOTION BY SUPERVISOR LINDSEY P. HORVATH February 6, 2024 

Fee Waiver Permit Period for the Cornucopia Foundation's Malibu Farmers' Market held 

on Sundays at the Malibu Civic Center 

The Cornucopia Foundation (Cornucopia) is a non-profit organization that provides locally 

grown organic home-farmed fruits and vegetables and associated farmers' market items to the 

residents of Malibu and the surrounding County areas. Cornucopia had previously operated a 

farmers' market held on Sundays at the County-owned Malibu Civic Center parking lot (Parking 

Lot) located at 23525-23555 Civic Center Way, Malibu, CA 90265.  

Due to construction within the Malibu Civic Center, Cornucopia relocated their farmers’ 

market to the City of Malibu-owned Legacy Park, adjacent to the County Parking Lot, under a 

Temporary Use Permit (TUP) issued by the City of Malibu. In anticipation of the City’s TUP 

expiring during the fall 2023, and Cornucopia’s proposed plan to return to the Parking Lot for the 

Malibu farmers’ market, on September 26, 2023, the Board of Supervisors (Board) approved the 

granting of gratis day use permits to Cornucopia until January 31, 2024. The Board also approved 

the issuance of a gratis license agreement to Cornucopia if they met the County’s requirements 

for operating a farmers’ market and provided the County with specific financial documentation 

and certifications regarding their organization. Cornucopia opted to remain at Legacy Park until 

the expiration of their TUP and the license was never issued.  

Cornucopia has since discussed with the County returning the Malibu farmers’ market to 

the Parking Lot and the County is proposing to initiate  the  evaluation period to assess 

Cornucopia’s operations prior to issuing a gratis license agreement, as was previously approved 

by the Board. The County can issue gratis day use permits to Cornucopia for use of the Parking 

Lot on Sundays through April 30, 2024 (Permit Period) and waive its day use permit fees of 

$175/day for said Permit Period.  During the Permit Period, the County will evaluate if Cornucopia 
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has been operating the farmers' market in accordance with the requirements placed on them by 

the County, and if their prolonged operation of a farmers' market on County property is negatively 

impacting the County's and the public's use of the Malibu Civic Center.  At the end of each month 

during the Permit Period, the County will evaluate Cornucopia’s operations.  If the County 

determines, at its sole and absolute discretion, that Cornucopia's operations are not negatively 

impacting the County and public’s use of the Malibu Civic Center, including but not limited to the 

use of the County’s Malibu public library, then the County shall issue to Cornucopia a new day 

use permit for the following month, with the intent to issue a gratis license agreement for farmers’ 

market for an approximate term of two (2) years, if Cornucopia’s operation is to the County’s 

satisfaction.  The issuance of gratis day use permits shall not exceed the Permit Period and the 

County’s review of Cornucopia’s operations will determine if the County issues said license 

agreement.  

 

I THEREFORE MOVE THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 

1. Find that the proposed issuing of day use permits and license agreement to the 

Cornucopia Foundation for a farmers’ market on County-owned property is categorically 

exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 

15304(e) - Minor Alterations to Land and Class Four (4) of the County's Environmental 

Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines.  Upon the Board’s approval of the 

recommended actions, the Chief Executive Officer, or her designee, will file a Notice of 

Exemption for the project with the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk in accordance with 

Section 21152 of the Public Resources Code.   

2. Find pursuant to Government Code section 26227, that the portion of the County’s Malibu 

Civic Center Parking Lot proposed for the farmers’ market is not currently needed for 

exclusive County purposes during those certain Sundays and the hours of operation of 

the Malibu Farmers' Market, to be defined in the day use permits and the license 

agreement.  

3. Find that the services to be provided by the Cornucopia Foundation are necessary to meet 

the social needs of the County and serve public purposes that benefit the County.  

4. Delegate and authorize the Chief Executive Officer, or her designee, to provide monthly 

non-exclusive, gratis day use permits to the Cornucopia Foundation provided the 

Cornucopia Foundation is cooperating and furnishing the information the County needs to 

issue a license agreement; including complying with the City Of Malibu’s Regulatory 

Standard. Also that the Cornucopia Foundation is not negatively impacting the County and 

public use of the Malibu Civic Center, including, without limitation, the County public 
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library; and such day permits do not extend past April 30, 2024.   

5. Waive the $175 per-day event fee and the $250 cleaning deposit fee, excluding the cost 

of security and liability insurance, for the day permits issued pursuant to directive four (4) 

above.  

6. Delegate and authorize the Chief Executive Officer, or her designee, to negotiate, execute 

and issue a gratis license agreement to the Cornucopia Foundation for a two-year term, 

for the operation of a farmers’ market at the County-owned Malibu Civic Center Parking 

Lot, upon review of the operations of a farmer’s market on County property,  and upon 

review and approval of the license agreement by County Counsel. 

7. Authorize the Chief Executive Officer, or her designee, to execute other ancillary 

documentation approved as to form by County Counsel necessary to effectuate the day 

use permits and the gratis license agreement, and to take any other actions necessary 

and appropriate to implement and effectuate the day use permits and the gratis license 

agreement.  

 
Contacts:             
 
Debra Bianco     Michael G. Rodriguez 
The Cornucopia Foundation   CEO Real Estate 
(562) 940-8594    (213) 974-4200  
 

# # # # 
() 
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