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To:

Chair Hill and Members of the Planning Commission

Prepared by:

Patricia Salazar, Senior Administrative Analyst

Approved by:

Richard Mollica, Planning Director

Date prepared:

January 6, 2022

Subject:

Extension-Woolsey Fire No. 21-018 – Extension of Time to Submit a
Planning Verification for Nonconforming Structures and Uses
Damaged or Destroyed in the Woolsey Fire
Location:
APN:
Owner:

Meeting Date: January 18, 2022

29715 Cuthbert Road
4469-008-007
Surf Dog, LLC

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Consider an extension request to submit an application to
rebuild a legal nonconforming structure that was damaged or destroyed in the Woolsey
Fire and direct staff to come back with a resolution memorializing the Planning
Commission’s action.
DISCUSSION: Malibu Municipal Code (MMC) Section 17.060.020(C) provides deadlines
to initiate the planning application process, obtain building permits, and the total time
allotted for an extension to rebuild a legal nonconforming structure that was damaged or
destroyed in the Woolsey Fire.
MMC Section 17.60.020 (C) states the following:
Any structure described in subsection A of this section, may be remodeled, or may be
reconstructed in the general location and to the same height as it existed prior to
damage or destruction, subject to obtaining Planning Verification and provided that the
application for the reconstruction is initiated with the City within three years of the date of
damage or destruction, and a building permit is diligently pursued and obtained within
five years from the date of damage or destruction and has not expired. A request for an
extension of time to the three-year or five-year periods may be granted by the Planning
Commission where it finds, based on substantial evidence, that due to unusual
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circumstances, strict compliance with the three- or five-year limit creates an undue
hardship. Extensions may not total more than six years. Any reconstruction shall extend
the termination date described in Section 17.60.040 for the use operating within such a
structure.
Subsection A of MMC Section 17.60.40 states “Any structure which was lawfully erected
and which does not conform to the current design and development standards or lot
development criteria of this title may be continuously maintained and shall be treated in
all respects as though in full compliance with this title.”
At this time, the property owner is requesting an extension of time to submit a planning
verification. The property owner’s basis for due cause is attached hereto. Staff
recommends an extension of no less than two years to provide the property owner
adequate time to submit a planning verification. If the owner requires additional time to
obtain building permits by November 8, 2023, an additional time extension will be
required.
ATTACHMENT: Time Extension Request Letter
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NOV 5, 2021

November 5, 2021
City of Malibu – Building and Safety Department
Attn: Aakash Shah
23825 Stuart Ranch Road
Malibu, CA 90265

SUBJECT: Supplemental letter of explanation for the submission of a Non-Conforming In-kind
Rebuild Disaster Rebuild Time Extension Request Application
JOB ADDRESS: 29715 Cuthbert Road, Malibu, CA
APN#: 4469-008-007
Dear Mr. Shah:
This letter is to provide additional detail for our time extension request to rebuild at the above
referenced property after the Woolsey Fire disaster.
The subject property abuts the Santa Monica Mountains Recreation Area (SMMRA) and has a
naturally occurring creek emanating from the SMMRA creek immediately to the North end of the
property. The creek starts at an unknown point deep in the SMMRA and continues South until it
reaches the North/West end of the property and connects to a Malibu drainage channel catch used
to divert the naturally occurring flow away from the neighborhood below.
The rains that have occurred post fire have caused large amounts of fire debris to flow down through
the creek and onto and over run the property, directly impacting the ability to properly plan and
rebuild the original home that once stood. Without direct information from the County and or State as
to their mitigating efforts to relieve the creek flow of the overabundance of fire debris, any effort to
begin a rebuild will have a strong potential of being overrun with fire debris at any point when it rains.
This overburdens the property owner.
I have attached for your convenience:
x

Two maps prepared by our soils engineer demonstrating the property location

Additionally, COVID-19 has been a roadblock for us as well. Delays, holds, social distancing, etc.
have made this rebuild move much slower than anticipated, as you can imagine.
If you would please review and confirm the approval of our request for an extension of time to
rebuild.
Respectfully submitted,

Shannon Sheehan
Citizen Properties, Inc. – CSLB #632901
(323) 938-1960 Office
(323) 217-8225 Cell
shannon@citizenproperties.com

