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Didier Murillo, Associate Planner

Approved by:

Richard Mollica, Planning Director

Date prepared:

September 16, 2021

Subject:

Coastal Development Permit No. 17-088, Site Plan Review No. 19030, Demolition Permit No. 19-023, and Code Violation No. 20-014 –
An application for the demolition of an existing single-family
residence, and construction of a new two-story, single-family
residence and associated development
Location:
APN:
Owner:

Meeting Date: September 20, 2021

6968 Dume Drive, not within the appealable
coastal zone
4466-015-015
Highlands Investment Group LLC

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Planning Commission Resolution No. 21-68
determining the project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality
Act, approving Coastal Development Permit No. 17-088 to allow the demolition of an
existing 2,257 square foot, single-story single-family residence, construction of a new
7,472 square foot, two-story single-family residence with a 999 square foot basement,
swimming pool, onsite wastewater treatment system, associated development, and afterthe-fact retaining walls, grading and front yard gates, including Site Plan Review No. 19030 for construction in excess of 18 feet in height, up to 28 feet for a pitched roof, and
Demolition Permit No. 19-023 for the demolition of the existing single-family residence
and onsite development located in the Rural Residential-One Acre zoning district at 6968
Dume Drive (Highlands Investment Group LLC).
DISCUSSION: Staff is herein including pictures taken from the neighboring residence to
the south at 6980 Dume Drive and correspondence from the owner of this property.
These pictures were not previously provided because the neighbor has not agreed to
formally accept these pictures as part of the request for a primary view determination.
The original report describes staff’s meeting with the neighbor and a description of the
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current views depicted in these pictures were included as part of the analysis. In short,
the views depicted from these pictures are mostly obstructed by existing, dense and
mature trees in the direction of the proposed residence and protected views of
impressive scenes are not expected to be obstructed by the portions of the proposed
residence in excess of 18 feet in height. No other changes to the original report and
findings are necessary. Based on information provided to date, staff has a complete
project and staff is responsible to proceed with the application in a timely manner while
using the current site conditions as the baseline for staff’s recommendation for approval
of the project.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Staff Photos from 6980 Dume Drive
2. Correspondence received on September 13, 2021
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Photos taken from 6980 Dume Drive, dated 8/24/2021

ATTACHMENT 1

View looking East

View looking Northeast

View looking North onto subject CDP 17-088

View looking South

Patricia Salazar
Subject:
Attachments:

FW: proposed september 20th planning commission hearing
Planning Commission Roster - Public.pdf

From: john roesler
Sent: Saturday, September 11, 2021 8:57 AM
To: Didier Murillo <dmurillo@malibucity.org>
Cc: Johana Valencia <jvalencia@malibucity.org>
Subject: Re: proposed september 20th planning commission hearing

Good morning Didier and Johana,
I wanted to bring you both up to date and plead / request to have the September 20th planning
commission hearing relating to discussion / potential approval of the proposed development project
next to my residence postponed by 1 month. The reason for this is that, relating to the (previously
unbeknownst to me) protection of the sycamore tree(s) and related restrictions in trimming these
trees, it has proven impossible for me to get an arborist to obtain the official permit to trim the
branches from the tree which, in substantial part, are blocking my mountain views. I have already
scheduled for the work to be done, at enormous cost to me I might add, which will also include
complete removal of the pine tree, which is similarly contributing to blocking my mountain view. I'm
more than happy to discuss the situation by zoom with either / both of you, and prove that I am
working as fast as possible to obtain the permit and get this work done. You were both physically
present on my back deck for the unofficial view determination discussion, and you know that I have a
potentially significant mountain view which is currently primarily blocked by my own trees, and that
the quality of this view, if improved, would affect the decision to approve / disapprove the height
variance that the developer is requesting. It took some time for me to understand my lawful view
rights, relating to the proposed development next door, and I should be allowed sufficient time to
implement a permitted tree trimming plan, which will allow me to exercise the protection of my view
rights relating to the proposed development. This was the intent of the view protection ordinance
after all. I am not asking for an unreasonable amount of time to get the work done, 1 month, so I
hope that you will consider this request favorably. If not, I'll potentially be forced to exercise
my rights at the hearing through legal representation and / or appeal of any approval decision for the
proposed development, which will cost everyone significant time and money, and certainly more
substantially delay any progression of the development project.
Sincerely,
John Roesler, MD
On Monday, August 30, 2021, 08:37:58 AM PDT, Didier Murillo <dmurillo@malibucity.org> wrote:

Good morning Dr. Roesler,
Sorry for the late response. I showed the pictures to our Assistant Director last week. Based on the pictures we are going
to move forward with the recommendation of approval of the project.
Based on the pictures I took it is not expected that the project would block any impressive scenes of the mountains,
canyons, valleys, or ravines. We are moving forward with the project as recommended. However, please be advised that
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you may present picture evidence closer to the hearing date that may show otherwise, for the Planning Commissioners
consideration. There was quite a bit of overgrown foliage that you may trim. However, please don’t remove any trees from
your property that may be protected trees. It is always in your best interest to submit any plans prior to any work to avoid
Code Enforcement. Typically, we would ask that you coordinate with our counter staff for new work. However, since
Johana is familiar with your property you can coordinate with her directly.
Here are the upcoming milestones for the hearing date for your reference.






The project is scheduled for the September 20th Planning Commission Hearing (via zoom and starts at 6:30 p.m.)
The draft report is due tomorrow August 31st
The final report and agenda will be published and available for your review on September 9th.
You may submit any correspondence, pictures, etc., for the Planning Commissioners consideration any time until
the date of the hearing.
When the agenda gets published you will be provided with an email that goes to our Planning Commissioners
along with information on how to register as a public speaker. You will have three minutes to provide the
commission with your concerns.

Based on our conversation you mentioned that you would be agreeable to the project being redesigned to align the
proposed new house next to your house to avoid any views from your backyard deck. I will include that in the staff report
and will inform the project team of such.
If any new information arises, I will send you an email.
Thank you.

Didier Murillo | Associate Planner | City of Malibu

From: john roesler
Sent: Friday, August 27, 2021 1:32 PM
To: Didier Murillo <dmurillo@malibucity.org>
Subject: update?

Hi Didier,
Any follow-up on our in person discussion / informal view survey re development next door to my
property?
Thanks,
John
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